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...and thought you might like this clipping— 
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Wayland the Oldest | 


{ e 
To the Editor of Tie Herald: Jt > CL. Lug ieee on 


I would like to put an end to ) 
the current controversy over the te fee 4 £ rs r Fi 
oldest free public library in Ce. Ve 
Massachusetts. 

A check of the records will een YU BOA ince vanay 


show that Wayland voted for a t 

free public library at a town Rout 
meeting in 1848 and that the Ae a Aane / 

first books circulated in 1850. 


\ 
The following year the Legisla- 3 VA 7 Lc cf & Cac | 


ture authorized the town to 
spend money for such a purpose. 

The Wayland Library must 
take a second place to Peter- 
borough, N. H., with respect to 
being the oldest free public 
library in the nation. Perhaps 
Mr. Pearson can verify! 

If we should choose to go 
back to the earlier semi-public 
libraries I am sure that we 
would have many eager con- 
tenders. The important thing, 
however, is not the age of the 
library, but the very fact that 
it exists, serving at the frontier 
of public. education and enjoy- 
ment. 

GEORGE K. LEWIS. 

Wayland... | 
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